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It’s not a matter of, “God do you know what storm I am in,” but rather, “Do I trust God in my storm?” 

 

The disciples were: 

 A great distance from shore. 

 Among “boisterous” winds. 

 All of this is happening in the middle of the night (fourth watch of night). 

 

Right before this account in the Gospels Jesus had just performed the feeding of the 5,000 and they were ready 

to make Jesus King. Jesus was ready to depart and He sent His disciples on their way.  

 

Navigating thru the storms! 

 

1) I must know Jesus. 

 

Before I can overcome any obstacle or have any victory in my life I must first know Jesus.  That does 

not mean I know about Him, know many scripture verses, be able to tell every “Bible story,” quote 

verses in Greek and having read the Bible 14 times.  All of these are not bad, but if I know of Jesus and 

I don’t know Jesus, I am simply an imposter. 

 

Salvation is placing the weight and trust of my soul on Jesus and what He has done for me, and then 

walking in that.  This is knowing Him rather than knowing about Him. 

 

Jesus is not looking for fans but followers who truly know Him.    

               ~ Not a Fan by Kyle Idleman 

 

2) I must see Jesus. 

 

And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”

                    Matthew 14:28 
 

Nothing reassures our faith like God working in our life.  Peter was saying, “Jesus, I know what you can 

do, I have seen you work, so if it is you, let me come to you.”   

 

Peter was so confident not in his abilities or to make a name for himself, but so confident in the work 

and power of God that this would be nothing for Him. 

 

Adrian Rogers said of Peter, “Lord what looks like it was going to be over my head is already under 

Your feet.” 

 

How have you seen God work in your life (past tense) and how is God working in your life right now 

(present tense)?  If we are living only on the past tense and not in the present tense, then we have stale 

faith and stale faith is stagnant faith and stagnant faith is of not effective. 

 

3) I must walk and hear from Jesus. 

 

Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent 

the multitudes away.  And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself 

to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there.          Matthew 14:22-23 

 

If I know Jesus and have seen Jesus but not waking with Jesus now, I will live an ineffective, beat 

down, defeated and overwhelming life. 



 

In my daily life when things are going well and when things are falling apart I NEED a word from the 

Lord. 

 

After Jesus had just healed many and fed some 20,000, He sends the disciples and the multitudes away, 

then goes up the mountain by Himself to pray. 

 

Do you get this?  Do you see this?  I say this often, but my intentional, focused and uninterrupted time 

with Jesus is the most important time of my day.  I have to have it, it is my lifeline, it is everything, and 

it sets the tone of my day and navigates my course. 

 

Jesus was calling a time out.  We need daily time outs, every day and sometimes several a day.  Jesus 

wasn’t giving up His ministry, He wasn’t throwing in the towel, He wasn’t quitting, but He was seeking 

God. 

 

Jesus was getting in “tune” with God; we need to be in tune with the Holy Spirit. 

 

4) I must obey Jesus. 

 

So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to 

Jesus.                     Matthew 14:29 

 

Peter gets a bad rap for sinking, but he was the only one that got out of the boat.  He was the only one 

that asked to. 

 

I must trust Jesus with my problem.  When I take it to Him and He directs me I must obey, not balk at 

obeying.  Peter didn’t balk, He took the first step. 

 

5) I must always keep my eyes on Jesus. 

But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, 

“Lord, save me!” And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you 

of little faith, why did you doubt?”           Matthew 14:30-31 

Storms will come, the devil will seek to destroy us and have us take our eyes off of Jesus. 

 

Anytime we use the word “but” when it comes to the Lord, it’s usually not a good thing (v. 30). We 

begin to figuratively sink. 

 

Anytime we fail, Jesus is right there to take us back (vs. 31-32). Jesus did the reaching out, Peter simply 

called out. 

 

Sometimes Jesus allows us to learn the hard way.  

 

Jesus is the author and perfector of our faith! 

 

Prayer focus: 

 

 Do I know (not just know of) Jesus? 

 Am I daily walking and hearing from Jesus? 

 Am I obeying Him (am I listening the Holy Spirit’s leading)? 

 Have I taken my eyes off Jesus?  Put them back on! 


