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Creation, Corruption, Catastrophe, Confusion, Christ, Cross, 
and Consummation.  These are the 7 C’s of history according 
to Answers in Genesis.  We have already looked at the first 
four—creation, corruption, catastrophe and confusion.  Now 
we begin moving toward the final three.  However, there is 
much groundwork to be laid first. 

This volume of "Connecting the Dots" begins with the line of 
Abraham rooted in the person of Shem, one of the three sons 
of Noah who survived the flood.  This section will trace the life 
and family of Abraham, the family of Jacob and Joseph being 
taken to Egypt.  Keep "Connecting the Dots" with us and every 
Sunday we will be on the same page.

Connecting The Dots - Second Edition
Volume 2
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WEEK 14 THE LORD APPEARS TO ABRAHAM--Dennis Watson

This week we are dealing with a case of “Guess who’s coming to 
dinner.” The Lord and two angels appear to Abraham and Sarah 
(apparently as ordinary men) and somehow, Abraham was able 
to recognize this was the Lord God Himself.

Day 1

Read Genesis 18:1-8

Abraham and Sarah both have new names and have been living a 
long time with the promise of God. He had promised them they 
would have a very large family that would become a great nation. 
They had been waiting about twenty years and as yet, there is 
not a single child. Both Sarah and Abraham are now very old and 
beyond the time of having children. Three men come to their 
home and Abraham immediately recognizes that one of them is 
the Lord God, Himself, in human form. We do not know how he 
recognized that it was the Lord, but God has a way of revealing 
Himself. Abraham greets the three guests, enthusiastically invit-
ing them to stay for a meal. 

The visit was not due to Abraham’s invitation but because the 
Lord chose to visit him and Sarah with a message and a miracle.

I sometimes forget or lose sight of God’s promises. When prom-
ises are not fulfilled immediately it is easy to shrink back into a 
kind of faithlessness. This can become normal for many believers. 
Delay does not mean failure! God keeps the promises that He 
makes. Abraham and Sarah had gotten into a routine and were 
living with the anticipation of passing on their inheritance to their 
servant. The time of the actual fulfillment of the promise of a son 
was twenty-four years!

Be careful not to lose sight of the promises of God. Remember 
His track record. He is faithful.
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Day 2

Read Genesis 18:9-15

Abraham and Sarah had waited twenty plus years for the fulfill-
ment of God’s promise for a large family. Now God appears to 
Abraham to remind him once again of the promise and to tell 
him the time will be soon for him and Sarah to have a son. Upon 
hearing these words Sarah, in another room, laughs because she 
knew both she and Abraham were way too old to have a child. So 
the words of God were like a joke to her, after all she was eighty-
nine years old! The Lord asks Abraham why Sarah laughed. Sarah 
denied laughing although she did.

Sarah had certainly been told by her husband about the promises 
of God. But since the wait had been so long she had pretty much 
given up. We need to be careful about being too hard on her. 
God in His mercy did not punish Sarah,  He kept His promise. God 
knew that one of her far-off grandsons, Jesus, would die on the 
cross to take away not only our sins, but Sarah’s, too.

Many, if not all, of God’s promises seem impossible. Just giving
consideration to what has happened so far in Genesis seems im-
possible. As we think about the rest of what we read in the Bible 
and what is prophesied to come, it all seems impossible. Howev-
er, God gives Sarah a very important reminder, “Is anything too 
hard for the Lord?” And, of course, the answer is “No!”

One of the blessings of reading and studying God’s word is that 
the more we read and study, the more faith is produced in us. 
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
(Romans 10:17 NKJV)

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Luke 1:26-38

You will notice that both Sarah and Mary had similar situations. 
They both received an announcement that they would have a
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child. They both were in positions in which they could not be-
come pregnant without a miracle. Sarah was too old and Mary 
was very young and not yet married and had not yet known a 
man, which was her way of saying that she was still a virgin. Both 
ladies received a message; God said that He could do anything! 
Nothing is too hard or impossible for Him.

There are no limitations on God! He has a plan and He will carry 
it out. His plan included giving Abraham and Sarah a son in 
keeping with His promise to make Abraham into a great nation. 
Neither Abraham’s nor Sarah’s age was an issue. God made a 
promise and He was the One to make it happen. He would not be 
hindered. The promise was to come through Abraham and it did.

The same was true with Mary. She was a virgin. God was deter-
mined to send His Son Jesus into the world to bring salvation. He 
was also determined that Jesus had to be born not of man. Jesus 
was not born in the line of Adam. He was not born of the seed of 
man. He was the new or second Adam. Not a new version of the 
old but an entirely new creation.

It is a blessing to know that nothing can thwart the plan of God! 
God makes promises and nothing will cause Him to not follow 
through on His  promises—NOTHING!

Thank God that there is no one like Him who makes and keeps 
every promise meticulously.

Day 4 

Read Genesis 18:16-33

When we are praying for others we are doing the very thing Jesus 
is doing right now. Jesus is always interceding for us (Romans 
8:34; Hebrews 7:25). In the passage today Abraham prays for the 
people of Sodom. He definitely had a personal interest because
his nephew Lot and his family were living there. God told



6

Abraham that He was going to Sodom to destroy it because of 
the evil that was there.

Do you think Abraham was a little pushy and, maybe a little ar-
rogant? In Luke 18:1-8 Jesus told His disciples a parable to teach 
them that they “should always pray and not give up.” Abraham 
was praying for the deliverance of the people of Sodom. We 
should not be critical of his persistence but we should model it. 
Too often we give up in our prayers. We grow weary or feel like 
we should not bother God. He has asked us to pray and tell Him 
what we want and what we need. This is especially true when we 
are praying for others. Abraham prayed with vision—let there be 
fifty righteous, forty-five righteous, forty, thirty, twenty, or even 
ten. He was praying with vision that God would find at least ten 
righteous people and then for the sake of those ten, save the en-
tire city. Apparently, there were not even ten righteous in Sodom.

Thank God for answered prayer in your own life. We sometimes 
pray and  receive and never bother to give Him praise and thanks. 
Keep a prayer list and be vigilant. Do not give up. No one is be-
yond God’s reach.                                   

Day 5

Read Psalm 8

Psalm 8 is a Messianic Psalm. It is called a Messianic Psalm 
because it is quoted in the New Testament in direct reference to 
Jesus Christ. Jesus makes reference to it in Matthew 21:16,                  
rebuking the religious leaders because they told Jesus to silence 
the children because they were singing praises to Him. If the reli-
gious leaders knew scripture they would have known the children 
were fulfilling scripture.

Paul quoted from Psalm 8 when speaking of Jesus’ resurrection 
declaring that God had “put everything under His feet” (1 Corin-
thians 15:27). In Hebrews 2:5-8, the quote is a direct reference to 
Jesus.
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Long before Jesus was born David was singing praises to Jesus. He 
was declaring that He would come and have dominion and bring 
salvation. It is no wonder that the Psalmist would open and close 
the song with the words “O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your 
name in all the earth.” Once again, from our perspective (our 
perch, so to speak), we should be singing praises to His excellent 
name.

The Bible is made up of sixty-six separate books written by forty 
different authors over a period of more than a thousand years. 
It is an incredibly integrated message system. When you read 
and study it you should be amazed that the real author was from 
outside time and space. God authored it through men but He is 
the true originator of the message. Give Him praise for who He is 
and what He has done!
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WEEK 15 GOD RESCUES LOT---------------------Chris Watson

God uses many things to speak to us, like the Holy Spirit and His 
Word. Sometimes God speaks to us and directs us how we should 
go (Prov. 3:5-6) and other times He gives us warnings of where 
not to go. He oftentimes gives us discernment on situations we 
might be dealing with. In the situation we will look at this week, 
God used angels to save a man and his family.

Day 1

Read Genesis 19:1-14

The people of Sodom had the attitude of let us eat, drink, and 
be merry, for tomorrow we die. They were doing whatever they 
wanted, whenever they wanted, and however they wanted. This 
place was so wicked and perverse that the Lord was going to 
destroy it.

We remember that the Lord destroyed the whole earth because 
of the wickedness during Noah’s time. Now we see He is going to 
destroy one city because of their wickedness and their desire to 
do things their way. The people of Sodom forgot God and were 
living however they wanted.

For the people of Sodom this didn’t happen overnight, it hap-
pened one sin at a time. Scripture tells us that the enemy wants 
to kill, steal, and destroy. James 1:13-15 says, “When tempted, no 
one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted 
when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin,  
when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” As believers we must 
recognize sin for what it is, repent of it, and move on. It’s when 
we continue in the sin that we find ourselves in a huge mess.

Today, if there is any willful sin in your life be honest before the 
Lord. Call on Him to give you strength over that sin. More
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importantly, focus on Him; the more you focus on Him, the more 
likely that the sin(s) will take care of themselves.

Day 2

Read Genesis 19:15-16

Cars are built today with warning lights and signals that will light 
up on the dashboard if something is wrong. Often these lights 
indicate a problem and allow a person the chance to take the car 
to a mechanic before a more serious problem occurs. However, 
some folks might ignore it, forget about it, not have the money, or 
just not have the time or make the time to take it to a mechanic.

Lot was given several warning signs that there was something 
terribly wrong. What went on at his house the night the angels 
stayed was one warning. Then in this passage, the angels straight 
up tell him to get his family and leave or they  too, will be swept 
away when the city is punished. Most would think that would be 
all that was needed to get out of town, right?

However, verse 16 says, “he hesitated” (NIV). For whatever rea-
son, he didn’t respond to the angels’ warnings and didn’t leave 
when instructed. Thankfully though, scripture tells us the angels 
took them by the hand and literally led them out. God was truly 
showing His mercy and kindness to Lot and his family.

Most likely we have all had people in our lives that have grabbed 
us by the hand, physically or spiritually, and led us out of harm’s 
way. Can you think of a time the Lord used something or someone 
to lead you out of an area of sin or evil? Did you go right away or 
did you need some help? We often need people to grab us by the 
hand and lead us.  What about you? Are you being like the angels 
and helping others get out of harm’s way, flee the scene of evil 
and sin, and lead them to Christ? Thank God for those who may 
have grabbed your hand and led the way. Ask the Lord for you to 
be that person for someone else.
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Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read 2 Peter 2:6-9

Came to My Rescue, a song by Hillsong United says, “I called, 
youanswered and you came to my rescue and I, I wanna be 
where you are”. This summer while at the beach, a family from 
another country was playing in the ocean and was totally un-
aware of the rip current. Moments later they began struggling 
and two lifeguards had to be called to help them out. They were 
unaware of the dangers of the rip current, but by the time they 
got out of the ocean, they were well aware.

There are times we are in need of rescue and realize it, as the 
song above says. There are also times we are not aware but we 
are still in need. God sent angels to let Lot know he needed to 
be rescued. It was literally a matter of life and death. Without 
God speaking to and rescuing him, he would have been wiped 
out also, as we see in Genesis 19.

We are all like Lot, whether we know it or not; we need to be 
rescued and we need Jesus to rescue us, because He is the only 
one who can. If you have called on the name of the Lord to save 
you from your sin and put your trust in Jesus, then you have 
been rescued.  While salvation takes place in a moment we need 
to be saved from ourselves and the snares of this world every 
day. Thank God for saving you and ask Him often to save you 
from yourself and from this world and ask to walk in Him. We 
can’t
do it alone. Our only hope is in Christ! Is your hope in Christ? Is
He your only rescue? If not, call on His name today to rescue 
you. If you already have, share the rescue with others.

Day 4

Read Genesis 19:16-29

If we obey God there are often blessings to follow and if we dis-
obey, there are often consequences. We see this in scripture and 
we see it in our own lives. Can you think of times when you have
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disobeyed God and it has cost you? Can you think of times when 
you have obeyed God and you have seen His blessings?

Oftentimes we think our own choices and decisions affect only 
us. We know that’s not true. For example, Adam and Eve’s deci-
sion to disobey started the chain of sin that we still wrestle with 
today. Thankfully, through Jesus, God has broken the curse of sin 
and death.

We may often categorize sin as either little or big sin, as if there is 
such a thing. From scripture we see that sin is sin, no matter what 
it is. There may be different consequences with sin, but it is still 
sin. In today’s passage we see that Lot’s wife chose to disobey 
God and it cost her, it cost her life. Of course, that affected Lot 
and his daughters. God used the angels to tell Lot and his family 
not to look back and if they did, they would be swept away (v.17). 
The consequence of disobeying what God said was very straight-
forward here. Yesterday we looked at the warning signs. This is 
not so much a warning sign as it was a command to flee and not 
look back, or else.

We can speculate as to the reason Lot’s wife looked back. What 
we do know is she turned into a pillar of salt because she didn’t 
obey. In scripture, we see all kinds of commands and ways we 
are to obey God. The greatest is to love God with all our heart, 
mind, soul, and strength and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
The truth is, if we are focusing on loving God with all we have, all 
the other commands, including loving our neighbor, will come as 
a result of that. Take some time today to think of promises that 
come with obeying God and also consequences of disobedience. 
Ask the Lord to help you to obey Him at all times, not looking 
back but pressing on.

Day 5

Read Isaiah 42:1-3 and Matthew 12:18-21

We have seen several prophecies fulfilled in the first twelve 
weeks and here we come to another. We see Isaiah’s prophecy
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 in Matthew which is, of course, talking about Jesus. Sin is in the 
world, yet God is Holy. You and I are sinners; scripture tells us the 
wages of our sin is death. It would be bad if the news stopped 
there but we can thank God it doesn’t! Verse 21 of Matthew 12 
says the nations will put their hope in His name (Jesus). Jesus is 
our only hope.

In God’s eyes, we are either forgiven or unforgiven. There is no 
choice. If we have put our faith in Jesus as the only way to have 
our sins taken away and realize our desperation for Him, we are 
forgiven. As we see in scripture, we will also continue in the faith 
knowing Jesus is our only hope. By placing our faith in Jesus our 
sins have been paid in FULL. If we haven’t placed our faith in 
Jesus, then we are unforgiven and we will pay the price for our 
sin, death and eternity apart from Christ in hell. 

Christ brought salvation, grace, and mercy and we see it in verse 
20.  It’s very important that we understand verse 20 to help 
us get the context of the passage: “A bruised reed shall he not 
break. The reed, a hollow cylinder, if bruised has its strength 
destroyed. It thus becomes the symbol of the bruised spirit. The 
tender Savior will not break, but heal. Smoking flax/smoldering 
wick. The wick of the lamp that had ceased to burn clearly. The 
violent would put it out and fling it away. The Lord does not use 
such violence with those disciples who give forth some light, 
even if it is imperfect. Till he send forth judgment. Till he shall sit 
in power and triumph on the throne of judgment”.1

Verse 20 reiterates again that our only hope is in Jesus. As Psalm 
145:8 says, “The LORD is gracious and compassionate; slow to 
anger and rich in love.” Today, may we bask in His love if we know 
Him and share it with others. If we don’t know Him, maybe today 
is the day of salvation for you. Call on the Lord.

___________________________________________
1 Johnson’s Notes on the New Testament. The Gospel According to Matthew.
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WEEK 16 ISAAC AND ISHMAEL-----------------------Dennis Watson

It took a while, but God kept His promise to give Abraham and 
Sarah a son. The two sons, Ishmael, born of the slave woman, 
and Isaac, born of Sarah, brought conflict into the home. Ulti-
mately Isaac, the son of promise, was the son through whom 
God brought the ultimate blessing to the world—Jesus Christ the 
Messiah.

Day 1

Read Genesis 20

Abraham, like all of us, was imperfect. It is often our thinking that 
the people who served God in the Bible were perfect. That was 
not so! What made Abraham great was not his exploits but his 
great God! In this account in Genesis 20 Abraham appears to be 
the ungodly man while King Abimelech shows himself far more 
upright than Abraham. Abraham, due to his lack of trust and 
dependence upon God, feels compelled to lie to the king and say 
that Sarah was his sister rather than his wife. As is often the case 
we forget that a half-truth is still a lie. It was a half-truth, because 
she really was his half-sister. But most importantly, she was his 
wife. His intention was to deceive to protect himself. God is our 
protector.

God is the one who makes us appear to be great. Look what God 
did. He warned the king in a dream that Sarah was a married 
woman. In doing so, God protected the king, Sarah, and Abra-
ham! How many times has God protected you? God is faithful, 
period. I like to say that with the period because we want to say, 
“God is faithful, even when we aren’t.” Just forget the last phrase 
and rejoice in His faithfulness.

Just trust God enough to tell the truth and leave the outcome 
to Him. He can handle it and then we are free to be honest. This 
was the tug-of-war of trust. Abraham needed help with his unbe-
lief. He believed the worst, the things that would probably never 
happen, and then he lived dishonestly.
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Day 2

Read Genesis 21:1-7

“And the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken.” That is how the 
last part of verse 1 reads. God is a promise-making and prom-
ise-keeping God. Although a period of more than twenty years 
had passed, the promise of a child became a reality. And one 
thing was sure—God was the one who accomplished it! There 
was no room for any person to claim credit. Romans 4:19 speaks 
of Abraham’s body and Sarah’s womb being as good as dead. God 
can bring forth life out of deadness! Only God could be credited 
with a man of one hundred years old and a woman of ninety 
years old having a child!

Sarah and Abraham knew it. A sweet lady told me once, “I love 
it when God tickles me.” That statement made me laugh. Isaac’s 
name means laughter. For sure, every time Abraham and Sarah 
called Isaac’s name they were reminded of how God “tickled 
them.” By this time most people their age were grandparents and 
great-grandparents.

We have a “double tickle” on this one. We can join Abraham and 
Sarah in the amazement of having a son at their age. We can also 
rejoice greatly that God reached way out and brought as one of 
the blessings a far-reaching grandson of Isaac,  Jesus Christ the 
Son of God and Savior of the world!

Give thanks to God for His incredible plan to bring salvation and 
to show His greatness in the impossible!

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read 1 Corinthians 1:28-31

I believe that there are no great people, only a great God. Any 
greatness that any person may achieve is because of the way 
God made them. Just think of some of the people who have been 
labeled great. Just think if they gave glory to the One who made
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them and gave them the ability they had. God made it clear that 
Abraham and Sarah were mere recipients of His greatness. They 
had no claim to fame in the whole thing.

The same is true for us who have been made children of God 
through Jesus Christ. We have no claim on the glory of that. 
Ephesians 2 tells us that our salvation is by grace through faith 
and we are not to boast as if we had some hand in it. It is entirely 
a gift of God and it is from His glory and for His name’s sake.

Whatever you have that you consider to be great and wonderful 
blessings, give thanks and credit to God. In doing so we come full 
circle; He blesses us so that He can bless through us. When you 
take credit you break the circle. Let him who boasts, boast in the 
Lord. Is there something in your life you have taken credit for and 
have failed to give thanks and glory to God?  Begin now to give 
Him praise and glory for the many incredible blessings He has 
given you.

Day 4

Read Genesis 21:8-21

Sarah and Abraham had plotted to help God out by making sure 
that Abraham had a son. We read about this in Genesis 16. The 
result of their unbelief and sin was the offspring of Abraham and 
Hagar. Ishmael was born and is called in Galatians 4:23 the son 
of the “bondwoman according to the flesh.” Isaac, on the other 
hand, was called the son of the “free woman through promise.” 
You can imagine the tension this brought to the household. Not 
only was there sibling rivalry, but Sarah was jealous and wanted 
Hagar and Ishmael sent away. She was making sure that Ishmael 
had no place in the inheritance that was to come to Isaac.

God took care of Hagar and Ishmael, providing for their needs. 
He also promised to make Ishmael a great nation. In Genesis 16 
it is said that Ishmael would be “a wild man and his hand shall be 
against every man.” The conflict is obvious. Isaac was born as a 
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result of the promise.  Ishmael was born as a result of man’s 
fleshly decision, one of the promise and the other of the flesh. 
This tug-of-war continues today. Israel and her friends have been 
in conflict with the descendants of Ishmael ever since. Each of us 
finds a more personal tug-of-war going on in our own lives, the 
conflict between the spirit and the flesh.

Thank God for His faithfulness to accomplish His purposes. In 
the middle of conflict, jealousy, and struggle, it is easy to forget 
that God is still in control. When you face such times, be still and 
know that He is God.

Day 5

Read Zechariah 6:9-13

Just about every one of the fifth day of the week’s devotion gives 
us the great opportunity to see that we are looking at the Bible 
from an incredibly privileged position. What a position! Don’t 
take for granted that we get to read prophecy and then we get 
to see so much of it fulfilled. The events told about in the Bible 
sometimes appear random. They are not random. We need to 
approach the Bible with the understanding that it is the record of 
God’s unfolding plan. Our part is to connect the dots.

God gives the prophet Zechariah a symbolic crowning which pic-
tures the coming of Jesus Christ to reign on the earth. J. Vernon 
McGee says that the name of the three captives means “robust, 
God’s goodness and God knows.” When you put the three togeth-
er with the crowning, not of a king but a priest, the symbolism 
is clear. God knows that through His goodness He intends to put 
His king on the throne and He will do it in a robust and powerful 
manner. The prophet uses a code name “Branch” for Jesus. Jere-
miah 33:15 and Isaiah 11 use this code name connecting Jesus
to the family line of David. Jesus will be God’s King on the throne 
of David.
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King Solomon, King David’s son, built the first temple out of 
stones. Jesus builds a temple out of living stones, the people He 
saves by His death and resurrection. Today all believers together 
form the temple of God.

Give thanks to God for the “Branch” out of Jesse and David. Re-
joice that you are in that connection!
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 WEEK 17 Abraham is Tested----------------------------Chris Watson

We have all had tests in our lives. Growing up we took tests, but 
most often we knew what we needed to study to understand what 
we had been taught, so we could do well on the test. However, there 
are tests that may catch us off guard, tests in our day-to-day life that 
really make us think and put our faith God. This week we will look at 
one of those tests.

Day 1

Read Genesis 22:1-8

Abraham and Sarah waited many years to have their son  Isaac. They 
were both joyous to see God’s promise of a son fulfilled. They trust-
ed the Lord and He was faithful. But as we read today, the son they 
had waited on for years, was to be sacrificed! Wow! I wonder what 
must have gone through Abraham’s mind? What would have gone 
through yours?

Notice at the end of verse 5 that Abraham told the servants, “We 
will come back to you”. He didn’t say I will come back, but we will 
come back, implying Isaac would be with him. In verse 8 he also 
said to Isaac that the Lord would provide the offering. Abraham was 
truly trusting God in that situation. However, Abraham was back and 
forth. A few chapters back he didn’t trust God to care for his wife, 
but now he trusts Him to care for his son.

Abraham may remind us of ourselves. We, at times, fully trust God 
with everything and have no worries, yet at other times, we are not 
trusting at all. Isn’t it nice to know that God is the same, yesterday, 
today, and forever, as we see in scripture? We can throw ourselves 
on Him and His promises and know that we can trust Him.

This is a great way to live, as we depend solely on God. It reminds us 
that God is everything and we can truly trust Him. Ask God, whatever 
may come your way, that you will pass the test and trust Him.

Note: Today’s passage was a foreshadowing of the sacrifice of Jesus! 
We were to die for our sins but God provided another sacrifice, His 
Son, Jesus Christ.
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Day 2

Read Genesis 22:9-14

After reading this passage place yourself in Abraham’s shoes! Can 
you imagine? We often think of Abraham and his willingness to 
sacrifice his son, but we don’t think much about Isaac. Can you 
imagine what must have been going through Isaac’s mind? Was 
he looking for a way of escape? Was he looking to run away? 
From what we know of the story we don’t see any of this. Would 
those thoughts have been running through your mind?

What we do see is Isaac trusting his father. Isaac knew that his 
father, Abraham, was a God-fearing man. We have to assume, 
even at Isaac’s age, he knew his father trusted God in everything. 
Therefore, Isaac trusted his father. Even when it didn’t make 
sense, he trusted.

This reminds us of the relationship between Jesus and the Father. 
We know from the New Testament that as Jesus’ death got closer, 
and even on the cross, He asked the Father if there be any way 
that this cup could pass from Him, then to do so. But His next 
words were “Not my will but yours be done”. Jesus trusted His
Father. He knew what was to come; He knew the Father’s plan. 
Although it would hurt Jesus to the point of death, He was willing 
to obey the Father. Incredible! Because of that obedience, you 
and I can have eternal life today, we get to spend eternity with 
God!

Thank Jesus today for being obedient to the Father; thank Him 
for taking your punishment! Ask the Lord today for you to obey 
Him in everything, just like Jesus, even when it seems impossible.

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read 1 John 4:9-10

As we saw from yesterday’s reading, God provided a ram to be 
sacrificed instead of Isaac. Don’t you know Isaac was grateful? 
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In 1 John, we see God provided another sacrifice, Jesus! Jesus was 
the one that would pay for our sins, the only hope of eternal life. 
Jesus became our substitute! What was meant for us, because of 
our sin, God put on Jesus. Read thorough the verses below while 
thanking Jesus for being our Savior!

     Isaiah 53:6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him [Jesus] the 
iniquity of us all.

     John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!”

     Romans 3:25 God presented Him [Jesus] as a sacrifice of atone-
ment, through faith in His blood.

     Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

     1 Corinthians 15:3 …Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures.

     2 Corinthians 5:21 God made Him [Jesus] who had no sin to be 
sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of 
God.

     Hebrews 2:17 For this reason He [Jesus] had to be made like His 
brothers in every way, in order that He might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in service to God, and that He might make 
atonement for the sins of the people.

     Hebrews 9:28 Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins 
of many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, 
but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him.

     1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so 
that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by His wounds 
you have been healed.
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After taking some time to meditate and think on the scripture, 
thank God for His sacrifice and know that because of Him, we can 
truly live!

Day 4

Read Genesis 22:15-19

The Old Testament is full of real life accounts of people who ei-
ther disobeyed or obeyed God. Thankfully, Abraham was one that 
obeyed God. Because of his obedience the Lord tells him that He 
will bless him. His descendants will be as numerous as the stars 
in the sky and the sand on the seashore. God also tells Abraham 
that all nations will be blessed because of his obedience. It was a 
huge step of obedience for Abraham to take, offering to sacrifice 
his own son.

Like Abraham, we have the choice daily to obey or disobey God. 
Those choices not only affect us, but those around us. In Abra-
ham’s case, it affected millions upon millions. Because of Abra-
ham’s faith, nations were blessed. What about You? Who is bless-
ed because of your obedience to the Lord? Your spouse? Your 
kids? How about your employer, your friends, or your coworkers? 
The list could go on and on.

Following God’s plan is huge! It has incredible blessings, not only 
for us but those around us and often those that are not near us. 
It can affect people that we may never know about. Ask the Lord 
today to help you obey Him in everything, realizing that you are 
not only obeying the Lord, but your obedience is also affecting 
others for the good. Ask the Lord to guide your thoughts, atti-
tudes, and desires today, and be willing to follow wherever He 
may lead.
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Day 5

Read Psalm 5:11

We see in this verse that the Lord is our refuge! A refuge is a 
place of shelter in times of danger. Psalms 46:1-3 says, “1God 
is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.              
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the 
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3though its waters roar 
and foam and the mountains quake with their surging”.

God is our only refuge or rescue! He is it. As we face times of 
uncertainty, doubt, loss of job, family problems, relationship is-
sues, and the like, God is our refuge. In times of uncertainty and 
in times of danger, we go to Him. In times of health, prosperity 
and certainty, we also go to Him. God is our Father, a loving Fa-
ther that will direct us and do what is best for us. We go to Him.

God, through Jesus Christ, has become our refuge. You and I 
were in great danger; we were under God’s judgment. We were 
condemned to hell and eternity apart from Christ. We had no 
hope on our own; we had no hope. But God, rich in mercy sent 
His Son, Jesus, to be our refuge, our hope, our shelter. As you 
go throughout your day, thank God that He is our refuge. He is 
our constant refuge and we can go to Him with whatever we 
are facing and know that we are secure.
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WEEK 18 GOD PROVIDES A WIFE FOR ISAAC---Dennis Watson

In Genesis 24 we come to a major break in this second division of 
Genesis. The first division (chapters 1 — 11) deals with four great 
events. The second and final division, (chapters 12 – 50) deals 
with four outstanding individuals. Specifically, in Genesis 12-23 
we have Abraham, the man of faith. Now in chapters 24-26, we 
have Isaac, the beloved son. There are three great events in the 
life of Isaac, and we have already seen two of them. The first was 
his birth, and the second was his being offered as a sacrifice by 
Abraham. The third is the obtaining of his bride. They say there 
are three great events in a man’s life — his birth, his marriage, 
and his death — and that he has no choice except with the sec-
ond one, marriage. Sometimes a man doesn’t seem to have much 
choice in that connection either, but, nevertheless, these are the 
three great events in a man’s life.2

Passing it on! God keeps the process of putting His plan into 
experiential reality rolling along. He now takes the next step in 
growing and extending the family of Abraham. This part of the 
historical account includes finding a wife for Isaac.

Day 1

Read Genesis 24:1-9

What a strange way to find a mate! It was time for Abraham’s 
special beloved son, Isaac, to get married. So Abraham commis-
sioned his most trusted servant to go and seek out a mate for 
him. The instructions were very specific. He was not to go to
the Canaanites to find a wife, but to Abraham’s country and fam-
ily. It was also important that once he found the right young lady, 
he was to bring her back to where Isaac was. He was not to take 
Isaac back there. The servant, most likely Eliezer, swore that he 
would do as Abraham had assigned.

_________________________
2 Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee.
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Today we think this was a strange way to find a mate, an ar-
ranged marriage. Can you imagine what people in that day 
would think about our “modern” method? We rely on feelings, 
looks, or likes and dislikes. Our method is almost on a whim, 
which includes “love at first sight.” However, Abraham’s method 
was thought through and based on God’s plan. Isaac was not 
to  marry one outside the faith nor was he to live in an ungodly 
place. God cares about who His people marry. It is a big deal 
and should be based more on purpose, goals, future plans, and 
visions, than on looks and romance. This is a pretty big love sto-
ry. However, it was not a case of boy sees girl, but a case of dad 
seeks a bride. Make sure you enjoy this love story because you 
are a result!

If you are not yet married, but hope to be, pray for God to lead 
you to the right person. Be specific and include that the person 
know and love God and share in your purpose to serve Him. If 
you are a parent or grandparent, pray for your children’s future 
mates.

Day 2

Read Genesis 24:10-14

Praying and watching is a very exciting thing! Abraham’s servant 
had been commissioned to go to Abraham’s country and family 
to find a wife for his son, Isaac. The servant took that commis-
sion seriously and headed out on his mission. I believe he head-
ed out hopeful and certain that God would lead him. After all he
has seen a man of faith, his master Abraham, experience God’s 
blessings and miraculous provision. He knew how God had 
provided a son for his master and his wife, when they were both 
way past child bearing age. He had probably seen and heard 
about God’s provision when Abraham was prepared to sacri-
fice his son and yet God provided the sacrifice. The servant had 
watched a faithful man live his life in response to God’s word 
and promises. I believe he ventured out with great confidence 
because of his master’s faith. He was in the wake of Abraham’s 
faith! Now it was his turn to ask of God and see God’s miraculous 
provision.
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The servant went to Abraham’s country and to his people. Then 
he prayed a very specific prayer asking for God to grant him 
success. He then got even more specific, asking that God give 
him a sign. Make sure you read this because we are often hesi-
tant about being specific in our prayers. The servant was specific 
because he was on a mission for his master. He was asking that 
God grant him success on behalf of his master, Abraham. He was 
praying in keeping with his master’s will and God’s will. For this 
reason, he was both bold and confident.

Is there something you need to pray specifically about with both 
boldness and confidence because you are in agreement with 
God?

People are watching you and how you follow God. What are they 
learning? Is their confidence and boldness in the faith growing 
because of yours? Ask God to enable you to trust Him more. 
There are people who need to ride for a while in the wake of your 
faith.

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Genesis 24:15-28

Prayer is a wonderful blessing that God has given us to bring 
requests before Him. One of the things that will feed a person’s 
prayer life is answered prayer. Talk about answered prayer! Even 
before the servant finished his prayer, Rebekah came up in
answer to his specific request. The servant then watched as 
the answer to his prayer continued to unfold before him. After 
she filled her pitcher, the servant ran to her and asked for some 
water to drink. She gave him a drink and then, in keeping with 
his prayer, she offered to provide water for his camels also. Then 
God, as He often does, did more than the servant could have 
asked or imagined. He discovered that she was a relative of 
Abraham! God had answered the servant’s prayer, and then 
some!

Immediately the servant worshipped God and gave praise and 
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thanks to Him for leading him to his master’s family. God knows 
what we need even before we ask (Matthew 6:8). When a per-
son is walking with God according to His will, he prays right in 
line with God. The whole thing came full circle. The servant was 
following his master’s instructions. His master, Abraham, was 
following God’s plan for his son. The servant found himself in the 
unfolding plan of God to bless the whole world. That plan was 
God’s plan to bring Jesus, the one through whom the blessing 
would come. It is great to, as best you know how, live in the mid-
dle of God’s will.

As we read this biblical account, looking back through the Gos-
pel account of Jesus, we know how important this romance and 
ultimate marriage was. God knew and provided beforehand the 
answer to the servant’s prayer. After all, God was at work to 
bring the Savior of the world through the family line of Abraham, 
through Isaac. The servant was on a Jesus mission and had no 
idea!

Are you seeking to live your life in the middle of God’s plan? I 
want you to know that when you are in His plan and on mission 
with Him, there is a whole lot of wow to be experienced!

Day 4

Read Genesis 24:29-67

God is by far the best matchmaker of all! Just consider Adam 
and Eve, and now this with Isaac and Rebekah. This is an incred-
ible love story—written by God Himself. The servant goes to the 
household of Rebekah and tells her family what happened.
He recounted the whole thing from the beginning. He started 
with his master, Abraham, sending him on a mission to find a wife 
for his son Isaac. Next he told how God had led him to the well 
and his prayer. He told them that even before he finished praying, 
Rebekah showed up. He told them of God’s leading right up to 
the moment. When Rebekah’s family heard the account they had 
nothing to say except that this is from the Lord, you can take her 
with you to be Isaac’s wife. 
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How could they possibly have responded any other way? God 
had orchestrated the whole thing. Each of them—the servant, 
Rebekah, and her family--could only agree with God and submit 
to His leading. Isn’t it great when a plan of God comes together 
and we get to be in on it? What an amazing thing to be in on 
what God is doing!

In my thirty-six years at Harp’s Crossing I have seen God unfold 
some amazing things, things that all we had to do was show up 
and trust Him. When it was finished there was nothing to do but 
give God praise and thank Him for letting us be in on what He 
was doing.

Anytime we are following God and seeking His will we get to 
see what only He can do. The servant was merely following his 
master’s instructions. His master was seeking to follow God. They 
all got the blessing. The day came for the first encounter between 
Rebekah and Isaac. What an incredible moment. Here we are
thousands of years later blessed by this divine romance and eter-
nally blessed by another.

Look around you and see what God is doing. What are you doing 
to join Him in the unfolding of His plan for others? We just saw an 
incredible account of people following God and obeying Him. The 
impact of which has continued for thousands of years! Just think 
when you follow and obey Him, the impact can last for thousands 
of years and into eternity! Don’t miss out!

Day 5

Read Zechariah 9:9 and Matthew 21:1-9

It is an amazing thing to see the prophecy in Zechariah 9:9 
describe exactly the event of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. The 
rejoicing that was prophesied and took place is because God’s 
Son, Jesus the Savior of the world, was coming to Jerusalem to do 
what He came to do. Jesus came to die on the cross and then be 
raised from the dead to accomplish God’s perfect will.
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Jesus was born as a descendant of Abraham. It is through Jesus 
that the promise of God, given to Abraham that all of the world 
would be blessed, was accomplished. It is a case of connecting 
the dots, and there are many dots. In today’s passage Zechariah 
9:9, a prophecy was given regarding a king riding a donkey. In 
the ancient Near East when a king came in peace he rode a don-
key. So when Jesus came into the city of Jerusalem, before His 
crucifixion, He rode a donkey representing His humility. When 
He comes again He will be riding on a steed proclaiming victory 
and sovereignty. Matthew quotes the Zechariah 9:9 passage and 
applies it to Jesus.

As we celebrate the promise and its fulfillment there are still 
other dots yet to be connected. In Revelation 19:11 Jesus comes 
riding not on a donkey but on a white horse. This is not the ride 
of humility but the ride of conquering. If the prophecy of Zech-
ariah 9:9 was fulfilled literally then we can anticipate the one in 
Revelation 19 also becoming a glorious reality! Again we are in a 
great place to see the promise, fulfillment and anticipate other 
promises to be fulfilled. We live between two glorious rides!

Thank God again for the perspective we have. Anticipate the 
next ride Jesus will take!
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WEEK 19 Jacob and Esau--------------------------------Chris Watson

We have all made some quick and rash decisions in our lives and 
then later realized that the decision we made was definitely not 
the best choice. There may have been heavy consequences to 
pay for such a decision. This week we will see a rash decision 
made and then how it went downhill from there.

Day 1

Read Genesis 25:19-23

Our God is omniscient which means He is all knowing. There is 
nothing that God doesn’t know! Isn’t that incredible? God knows 
what each of our days will hold. He knows what will happen with 
any and all situations we are facing, He knows everything. This is 
obvious as we read our passage today. Rebekah is worried about 
the “jostling” going on within her.  She inquires of the Lord and 
He makes known to her what it means.

I would imagine that Rebekah is startled by what the Lord tells 
her. It most likely was not the news that she was expecting. 
Rebekah had the choice to either take the Lord at His word and 
trust Him, or not.

Today as we hear from the Lord, or as we face circumstances and 
God reveals Himself to us, we have that same choice. We can 
trust His plan, although we may not understand it; or we can not 
trust it and take things into our own hands. Ask the Lord to help 
you to trust Him today, no matter what the situation.

Day 2

Read Genesis 25:24-28

Isaac’s favorite son was Esau and Rebekah’s favorite was Jacob. 
Before the story  goes any further we see that favoritism was 
going on. Later in the New Testament, we read that favoritism is 
forbidden, that we are to love and show grace to all (James 2). 
However, we see in this story that favoritism is alive and well.
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We have all shown favoritism at one point or another in our life 
and probably still do from time to time. We usually do it when 
our priorities or focus becomes out of whack. When our focus is 
loving and worshiping Jesus, it is harder to show favoritism. In
Revelation 2:4 the people were guilty of forsaking their first love, 
Jesus Christ! They had put other things and people in Christ’s 
place and now things were totally were out of control.

Unfortunately, it’s often easy to show favoritism, it comes nat-
urally. We are drawn to people who are often like us, but that 
doesn’t mean that we have to show favoritism. As you begin or 
end your day, ask the Lord to help you not show favoritism, but 
more importantly, for Him to remain your first love. Ask Him to 
help you focus on Him, not to become focused on other things 
and get off course. Today, may we fix our focus on Jesus, so when 
we are tempted to show favoritism, we can be reminded God 
loves and cares for all. May we be reminded that we are to do
the same.

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Romans 9:8-15

Yesterday we read how the older son of Rebekah’s would serve 
the younger. This was totally opposite of what normally took 
place. Normally the first born was the one who was served. So 
why did God do this? We see the answer in today’s passage, “I 
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy and I will have com-
passion on whom I will have compassion.” In other words, it 
didn’t matter to God who was born first; the older would serve 
the younger as God said.

This goes to show us that we are not saved because of how smart 
we are, who we are, how much money we have, who we know, 
or who knows us, but rather because of God’s mercy. Marty Ma-
chowski says, “In the end God wanted everyone to see that his 
people are saved by our faith in God alone, not because of when 
we were born or because of anything we do.”3

________________________________________________

3 Long Story Short, Marty Machowski, pg. 84
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It doesn’t matter whether you are the first born or last, oldest or 
youngest, richest or poorest, it is God’s love and mercy that saves 
us.

If you have received God’s free gift of salvation, thank Him. Thank 
Him that He gave it although you didn’t deserve it, doing nothing 
to gain it, just receiving it. You have been saved from sin, from 
the enemy, from hell, from yourself, and you have been saved to 
Heaven, God, and eternal life. If you don’t know Christ, recognize
you are a sinner, lost and hopeless without Him. Acknowledge 
that God sent Jesus to take away your sin and also restore your 
relationship with Him. Put your faith in what He has done for you.

Day 4

Read Genesis 25:29-34

Remember that God told Rebekah that Jacob, the younger son, 
would rule over the older son? In Isaac and Rebekah’s time, the 
firstborn son was given something called a birthright. It basically 
meant that upon the father’s passing the oldest son received the 
wealth and property of his father and was also in charge of lead-
ing the family. So how could this be that Esau was the firstborn 
and yet Jacob was to be the one who would be served?

We see the answer in the passage today. We see God’s plan 
unfolding. God uses the foolishness of Esau and his rash decision, 
to start the process of Jacob being served by Esau. That obviously 
wasn’t Esau’s shining moment. We have even heard sermons on 
the foolishness of Esau. While that may be true, we see that God 
used it for His plan.

God knew Esau would sell his birthright. He sees all things. God 
knows our past, present and future, before any of them came to 
be. Be thankful that God knows everything, He sees everything, 
and He uses everything. Take some time to thank Him that He 
uses all, and tell Him that you want to be in His perfect will.
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Day 5

Read Psalms 19:7-14

There is a song that we sing by Keith Green that says, “There is a 
Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son, Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One, Thank you oh my Father, For giving us Your Son, And 
leaving Your Spirit, ‘Til the work on Earth is done”. Psalms 19:14 
ends with, “O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer”. Jesus Christ is 
our Redeemer. Redeemer means that Jesus is our Savior, rescuer, 
and deliverer. He is our only hope.

God bought us back, or redeemed us, through the precious blood 
of Jesus. Think of that for a minute. Your only hope of eternal and 
holy living is Jesus. Your spouse can’t redeem you, your kids can’t 
redeem you, your best friend can’t redeem you, nor can anything 
or anyone else for that matter. The only thing that redeems us is 
the blood of Jesus. That’s why, to most, Jesus’ death on the cross 
is so horrific and yet so beautiful at the same time. The death and 
judgment that was on us, was put on Jesus. When we put our 
faith in Him, and in what He has done to take away our sins, we 
are saved and redeemed.

Take some time today to thank God for being your redeemer 
through Jesus. Let Him know that He is the only hope that you 
have. While He gives us many blessings and gifts, the greatest 
thing He has given us is salvation through Jesus. Recognize
that the greatest thing you have ever been given is Jesus Christ!
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WEEK 20 JACOB’S LIE ------------------------------------Dennis Watson

Keep in mind that we are moving through the historical account 
of God establishing Himself a nation of special people through 
whom He will bless the world. We have already seen that God 
is faithful! Man, even at his best, still depends on God’s faithful-
ness. Man is sinful and subject to weakness, frailty, and personal 
struggle. We have already seen that Abraham, although a godly 
man, was far from perfect. The human weakness of Isaac and Re-
bekah is really seen in their showing of favoritism with their two 
boys. We looked at this last week. This week we look at another 
one of our fathers of faith— Isaac and his big lie.

Day 1

Read Genesis 27:1-4

It has been said that it is not as important how you start as it is 
how you finish. That is a challenge for us all—to finish well. Isaac 
made many mistakes but really got on a roll at the end of his life. 
He put himself ahead of the Lord. Isaac, the man who meditated 
and prayed in the fields at evening, and who petitioned God on
behalf of his wife, wanted only one thing: a savory meal of ven-
ison. Instead of seeking to heal the family feud that he and his 
wife had caused by their selfish favoritism, Isaac continued the 
feud and destroyed his own family. He disobeyed God’s com-
mand. He set out to bless Esau instead of Isaac. He lived by his 
feelings. He was blind and bedridden. You would think he would 
seek God’s help, but instead he depended on his senses—smell, 
touch and taste.

Isaac had gotten old and was ready to experience the last things 
of his life. He was frail, blind, and near death. He had one last 
request. Isaac asked his favorite son Esau to go hunt and kill a 
wild animal and prepare for him a meal. After the meal it was 
Isaac’s plan to bless Esau, his older son. He planned to do this 
although he knew that God had said that it would be the other 
way around. The older would serve the younger.
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Family feuds, even church feuds, continue when following and 
serving God is abandoned. It is an ugly thing when God’s people 
make choices and decisions based not on God’s plan and will, but 
on their own preferences, opinions, likes, and dislikes. Isaac had 
lost sight of his place in God’s plan. Pray that you will stay on His
track and finish well.

Ask God to enable you to become less focused on your own likes 
and dislikes and to enable you to seek what is best for His King-
dom.

Day 2

Read Genesis 27:5-17

Faith is living without scheming; and faith means obeying God no 
matter how we feel, what we think, or what might happen. The 
obedience of faith was the secret of Abraham’s life (Heb. 11:8), 
but the absence of obedient faith brought trouble to the home 
of Isaac and Rebekah.4  Too often, like Isaac and Rebekah, people 
think they need to assist God. So they add to their faith some 
trickery of their own. The need is for innocent obedience. Inno-
cent obedience is obeying God without manipulating or trying to 
control people or circumstances. God does not need our help. He 
desires our obedience.

Conniving, there is not a better word for what is going on in this 
family. Isaac and Rebekah connive to make sure what they want 
to happen, does happen. Remember that Rebekah’s favorite son 
is Jacob and Isaac’s favorite is Esau. Isaac has already plotted to 
bless Esau. Rebekah is listening in on the conversation when Isaac 
asks Esau to go hunt and prepare a meal for him and then he 
would bless Esau. Rebekah had to respond with her own scheme 
of deception. Both parents disregarded what God had said and 
set out to do things their own way.

_____________________________________________________
4 Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) - Old Testament - The Bible Exposition      
  Commentary – Pentateuch
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Have you ever tried to help God? How did it work out for you? 
One of the sweetest places in the world is the place of innocent 
trust and obedience. Innocent trust and obedience involves 
knowing what God wants and lining up your life accordingly and 
leaving the rest to Him.

Ask God to enable you to innocently trust and obey Him. Evange-
list Mike Gilchrist taught me, “Stop trying and start trusting!”

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Acts 3:12-15

In today’s passage Peter is preaching. It has been about eight 
weeks since Jesus had gone into heaven after His resurrection. 
During Peter’s message he refers to God as “the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.” In light of our study this week we saw that
God chose Jacob rather than Esau through whom to pass the 
blessing. The first three to receive the blessings of God were 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God knows all things. He knows all 
things possible and probable. We do not know why God chooses 
the way He does. However, we do know that God is good and 
He is faithful. Whatever He does is based on His goodness and 
faithfulness.

The promise came through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. There 
were many others along the way after Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
but the ultimate focus was Jesus so that the promise would not 
be limited to a nation or race. He chose for Himself a man and 
a nation. The ultimate plan was to bring His Son Jesus into the 
world through that family and through that nation. When we 
read the Bible we see the unfolding of God’s amazing plan. In our 
thinking it took a long time and is still not finished. God is not 
slow but patient, not wanting any to perish but all to come to
repentance and that with God a thousand years is like a day gone 
by (2 Peter 3:8-9).

Thank God for allowing us to be recipients of His blessings of 
salvation and grace. Rejoice in the time in which we are blessed 
to live and have this perspective. Thank God for His amazing plan 
to redeem and make all things new.
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Day 4

Read Genesis 27:19-40

Is it possible for that which God saved us from to also be able to 
undo what God has done? In Jesus, He saved us from sin. It is not 
possible for our sin to undo what God has accomplished through 
His great salvation. Nothing can separate us from the love of God 
(Romans 8:39). Our perfect God will accomplish His prefect will
perfectly in spite of our failings.

Remember that God told Isaac and Rebekah that Jacob the 
younger brother would be the heir. What was going to change 
that? Nothing! Nothing Isaac, Rebekah, Esau, or Jacob, would do 
would change what God had decided. What they did, however, 
caused a whole host of family issues that really continue to this 
day. Have you ever been envious of what God has given someone 
else and wanted it for yourself? How often are we striving and 
conniving to get God’s blessings or what we believe to be the 
blessings we deserve? Family and church feuds are often brought 
about because people are squabbling for position instead of 
working hard in the position God has given.

Have you evr cheated? Have you ever felt that you needed to 
fight back? Can you do what is right and leave the rest to God? 
This is called trusting God. Had Jacob and Rebekah left the details 
of working out His plan to the one who made the plan, they 
would have missed a lot of unnecessary drama. So much of the 
drama and struggles we experience are brought about when we 
try to help God accomplish His will. God’s purposes cannot be 
thwarted (see Isaiah 14:27 NIV). Trust Him unequivocally and de-
pend on Him to make it happen. Innocently obey Him.  "Whatev-
er you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, 
not for men." Colossians 3:23 (NIV)

Determine to do and be your best for God’s glory and leave the 
rest to Him.
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Day 5

Read Jeremiah 23:5-6

Once again we see the term ‘branch’ used by a prophet. In this 
context, it is clearly linking someone in the future to the family 
tree of King David. This is the code name for Jesus; the person in 
the future in the line of King David. Jesus will be a king in the line 
of David who will reign “wisely and do what is just and right.” The
prophet Jeremiah is saying that a king in the family line of David 
the King, was going to come and He would not only be King, He 
would also have a very special designation. In Hebrew the name is 
“Jehovah Tsidkenu.” It means the “Lord is our righteousness.” He 
would be righteous which means He would be totally without
sin. He would also come and bring righteousness. In 2 Corinthians 
5:21, we read that in Jesus we become God’s righteousness. King 
Jesus would come and take away sin and then make us righteous 
or sinless, like He is!

How serious is God about righteousness? The plot of the biblical 
message is that ultimately righteousness would be the rule of the 
day forever. The plan finds its fulfillment in the crucifixion and res-
urrection of Jesus, the King. The ultimate fulfillment is when King 
Jesus returns and establishes His reign of justice and righteous-
ness. He will reign and righteousness will prevail because the One 
who is righteous will prevail.

According to Colossians 3:3, we are “Hidden with Christ in God.” 
That truth coupled with 2 Corinthians 5:21, “we become the 
righteousness of God in Him” tells us that God makes His children 
righteous through the new birth. The whole of the Bible points to 
this, Jesus is the King of righteousness and in Him we become His 
righteousness.

Give thanks for the fact that in Christ you are His righteousness.
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WEEK 21 Jacob’s Dream ----------------------------------Chris Watson

This week we will see Isaac bless Jacob again, this time willingly. 
Remember, Jacob was originally going to be served by his older 
brother, but then Rebekah took things into her own hands and it 
became a mess. This week the mess continues to unfold but God 
still uses it. As you read this week’s devotions be reminded that 
our choices affect many other people.

Day 1

Read Genesis 27:41-28:9

We all have trust issues and it seems that Rebekah had them as 
well. Remember that Rebekah had been told by the Lord that 
Jacob would be served by Esau in Genesis 25:23. The word she 
received was literally from the Lord. If Rebekah had trusted the 
Lord in this, much of what we read about in these last two
chapters might be different. But it is not. Instead, today we read 
about how Jacob is fleeing for his life because of the trick he 
played on his father and brother with the help of his mother.

However, even in this mess, God’s plan is still being carried out. 
We see Isaac, in a sense, willingly reissuing the blessing which 
includes the blessing of Abraham in verses 3 and 4. So the bless-
ing of Abraham is now to be carried through Jacob, and as we will 
see later, through his twelve sons that we read about all through-
out the Bible.

A song you may or may not be familiar with says, “In His time, in 
His time, He makes all things beautiful, in His time, Lord, please 
show me everyday, as You’re teaching me Your way, that You do 
just what You say, in Your time”. The promise had been made pre-
viously to Abraham that his descendants would be as the stars in
the sky, and today we read this continuing to be carried out. We 
see that God will keep His promises and while we may think it 
takes Him too long, it is always in His time. He will even use that 
which the enemy meant for harm. Thank God that everything is 
in His time and that He is never late, always on time. Also, thank 
Him that what the enemy means for evil, He can use for good!
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Day 2

Read Genesis 28:10-17

In the Old Testament times, we read how God often spoke 
through dreams and visions. He can still do this today if He choos-
es, but we know it took place in the Old Testament times as we 
have several instances recorded. In his dream, Jacob hears God 
speak to him and tell him that his descendants would be many. 
God said He would give him the land that he was on and God also 
promised to see this promise through! We also read that when 
Jacob woke up, he was afraid. We can imagine why: the God of 
the universe had just spoken to him and promised him what He 
had offered Abraham.

We remember that Jacob had deceived his father with the help 
of his mother and now was running for his life. In the dream, God 
didn’t come to him and tell him what he had done was wrong, 
although it was. He didn’t tell him how he would be punished, 
but rather He told him how he would be blessed and how he 
would bless others. This is more proof that God’s overall plan 
will not be thwarted. God's promise to Rebekah that Jacob (the 
youngest son) would be served by the older is beginning to un-
fold. Although Jacob’s family, with his help, is definitely causing 
problems, God’s plan is still being carried out. His promises are 
remaining true.

Take some time to thank God that His plan is the best. Tell Him 
that although we often mess things up, His plan remains perfect. 
Thank Him for keeping His promises. Take some time to thank 
God for His grace and be thankful His plan always prevails!

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read John 1:43-51

It is exciting to see the Old and New Testament connections. We 
see one in today's reading as John refers to Moses and also Jacob 
in John 1. The Old Testament is always pointing to Jesus. Some-
times we see it clearly and other times it may be a little tougher 
to see. 
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Verse 51 of John 1, talks about the angels of God ascending and 
descending. We also know of this in the OT from Jacob’s dream. 
Jesus Himself is the stairway, Jacob’s dream was pointing to Jesus. 
Jesus is the only way to God and the only way to heaven. 
John 14:6, says that "Jesus is The Way, The Truth, and The Life
and that no one goes to the Father except through Jesus." 
It is incredible that Genesis 27 and 28 are connected with John 1 
and John 14. This again goes to show us how the dots are con-
nected in the Old Testament to the New Testament and how
the old is made new through Jesus.

As you continue to read through the Old Testament, be on the 
lookout for the connections to the New Testament, they are ev-
erywhere. Take time to thank God for His Word and the Truth that 
is in it. Thank Him for using His Word to speak to us and to show 
us the way, whether it be the Old Testament or New.

Day 4

Read Genesis 28:18-22

Lord willing, we can all see how God has worked and is working in 
our lives! There are times in our lives where we have, what some 
might call, a “God moment.” Jacob had one of these in Genesis 
28. God promises to bless him and to watch over Him. This is 
important as we remember that Jacob was basically fleeing for his 
life.

God made these promises to Jacob and now Jacob wants to show 
his thanks to God. Setting up pillars was often how the people of 
Canaan worshiped false gods. This is what Jacob knew to do, so 
he sets up a pillar to God. Except he wasn’t using it to worship and 
thank other gods, but to worship and thank the One True God.

In essence, Jacob is thanking the Lord in this way because of His 
promise to bless and watch over him. Jacob is setting up a remem-
brance of how God spoke to him and how He would continue to 
use him. This was a turning point in Jacob’s life! Have you ever ex-
perienced a “God moment” in your life? A time where God spoke
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to you, either through His Word, prayer, or someone else, and 
you knew it was God? Maybe today you remember that moment 
or that time when God spoke and worked in your life. Thank God 
for working in your life but also thank Him for always working on 
us, making us into what He wants us to be. Our only response
should be that of Jacob’s, thankfulness and gratitude!

Day 5

Read Isaiah 11:1

Hopefully we are beginning to see just how much the Old Tes-
tament is important to the overall story of Jesus Christ. The Old 
Testament always points to Jesus and this is true in the passage 
we read today! We read of another of the Lord’s prophets, Isaiah 
telling of what is to come. He was telling us of Jesus and it would 
be hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus.

This verse talks about how the Branch, Jesus, will bear fruit or 
good deeds. If you read the rest of Isaiah 11, you see some of 
that fruit! John 15: 5 says, “I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing”. We know from the Gospels that 
Jesus did many great things while on the earth. From healing to
raising the dead, but most importantly, He died for our sins. He 
was simply doing the Father’s will. John 15:5 speaks of how if 
we are in Him, (we trust in Him for our salvation), we put all our 
hope in Him and follow Him, that we will bear much fruit. This 
means as we follow Christ, we will look more and more like Jesus. 
The fruit of the Spirit that Galatians speaks of is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. These are some of the “fruit” that believers will bear.

Today, take some time asking the Lord to help you abide in Him; 
to be one with Him. We don’t produce fruit, He does. The fruit 
comes from being a part of the tree; Jesus Christ. Today may we 
love Him, know Him, read His Word, and trust Him, for apart 
from Him we can do nothing.
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WEEK 22 JACOB AND RACHEL ---------------------Dennis Watson

When you are in love time does not matter. Well, how would 
you feel about seven years? That is how long Jacob worked to be 
permitted to marry the girl of his dreams. However, at the end of 
those seven years, he was deceived and did not receive the girl of 
his dreams, but her sister. He would work another seven years to 
get the girl of his dreams as his wife.

Day 1

Read Genesis 29:1-14

Jacob had to run for his life from his brother Esau. Isaac sent 
Jacob away with the blessing willingly after having been de-
ceived. Esau was outraged and made a vow to kill his brother. The 
trip from Beersheba to Haran was about 500 miles— traveling 25 
miles a day, the trip would take three weeks. On the journey, God 
repeats to Jacob the promise made to Abraham and Isaac. It is 
clear that God is leading the way. Once again, be reminded that 
no plotting of man can prevent God’s plan.

After weeks of travel Jacob finally arrives at the home town of his 
mother. He arrives in Haran at a well. God has led, but the lead-
ing continues. God has led him to the region of Rebekah’s family. 
If that was not enough, Rebekah’s niece Rachel shows up at the 
well to water her flock of sheep. Jacob gets so fired up he moves 
a massive stone from the well’s opening so all the shepherds can 
water their flocks. He greets Rachel and tells her who he is and 
how he has come to be there. Rachel gets so excited about what 
was happening that she leaves her flocks, runs all the way home, 
and tells her family what had taken place. Her father Laban goes 
to the well and invites Jacob to their home.

Here we see another romance in the making. God is at the center 
of it all. He has led and orchestrated His plan to accomplish His 
purposes. His plan was to bless the whole world through Abra-
ham and his family—Isaac and now Jacob. Still connecting the 
dots!
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God is in the details. Thank Him for how He accomplishes His 
purposes so faithfully and for allowing us to be encouraged by it! 
Realize that you too, are part of that plan as it continues.

Day 2

Read Genesis 29:15-20

When Jacob left his father Isaac’s home in Beersheba, he left in 
a hurry. Therefore, he left empty-handed—he had no money. 
When he came to Laban’s home and met Rachel he wanted to 
marry her. Having no money, he could not pay the normal
bridal money to marry Rachel. Instead he made a deal with her 
father Laban. The deal was that he would work for Laban for 
seven years and that would serve as payment to have Rachel to 
become his wife. So he, with great anticipation of the blessing of 
marrying Rachel, faithfully worked for Laban those seven years. 
The time was nothing to him because of his love for her.

Jacob got lost in his labor because he was working for something; 
something more than a paycheck. He was working for his life, his 
life companion and their future. He was not concerned with just 
finishing his time or getting in his hours. It was all about his life, 
his vision and his future.

Too often people view their job as only a means toward a pay-
check. The goal of each day becomes to make it until quitting 
time. Simply punch the clock at the beginning and punch it again 
at the end of the work day. Jacob learned a valuable lesson and 
we can learn from what he learned. A job is more than the means 
to a quick paycheck. A job is a way to make a life. We should be 
more concerned with making a life, than in making a living. Jacob 
saw those seven years as making a life.

Thank God for your work and ask Him to enable you to see your 
work as a means to making a life, not just a living.
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Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Genesis 29:21-35

Little did Jacob know what was coming his way! He was blind-
sided by one of his own tricks. A Biblical principle was about to 
come to bear on Jacob—you reap what you sow. Jacob cheated 
his brother out of his birthright and then stole his blessing when 
he deceived his father, Isaac. Jacob’s name even means ‘deceiver.’ 
Jacob had cheated and deceived, now it was coming back on him.

Laban had made a deal with Jacob that he would give his daugh-
ter to Jacob as his wife, if Jacob would work for him for seven 
years. After the seven years, the day of the wedding came. How-
ever, Laban deceived Jacob and gave him his older daughter Leah, 
as his wife instead of Rachel. Jacob was shocked and angered and
asked Laban, “Why have you deceived me?” Laban tells him that 
the normal practice is for the oldest daughter to marry first.
Jacob agrees to work for another seven years so he could have 
Rachel as his second wife. So he married Leah and then Rachel.

With the passing of time came children. God has ways of accom-
plishing His purposes even though people scheme, connive, cheat 
and deceive. Leah had sons and one of those sons was Judah. 
Jesus was born as a descendant of Judah. In fact He is called the 
“Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Revelation 5:5).

Do you see the thread of God’s plan and purpose? It flows 
through the Bible. It all points to Jesus. Everything God does has 
its meaning and destiny in Jesus. Thank God for His faithfulness 
in accomplishing His purpose in spite of man’s foolishness. Keep 
your eyes open as we read the Bible to see the “Scarlet Thread” 
of redemption that flows through the Bible.
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Day 4

Read Luke 3:23-28

Genealogies can be very boring, except when you are paying at-
tention and connecting the dots. How many times have you read 
quickly through a genealogy or just skipped it all together? As we 
go through the Old Testament, you may get to the point where 
the genealogies come alive. Luke spells out the family tree of 
Jesus and you can see some of the people we have been looking 
at in Genesis.  Adam, Seth, Noah and Shem, we have seen in our 
study. The ‘stand-outs’ for where we are now are there—Abra-
ham, Isaac, Jacob and now, Judah. When you read these
genealogies in the Bible you get context and see that God has 
been, all along the way, working out His plan with precision. The 
names are not there just for a list, but to help us see the unfold-
ing of God’s plan. The Bible is not random but deliberate.

A few years ago I was given a subscription to Ancestry.com. I 
really enjoyed researching my family tree and coming to realize 
that many, if not all of my ancestors, my parents, grandparents 
and great grandparents, were followers of Jesus Christ. Perhaps 
that is not the case for you, but if you are a follower of Jesus then 
you have had influences from other family trees that have shed 
the light of the gospel on you. No man or woman is an island. We 
do not live for, and to, ourselves alone. We have been influenced 
and we influence. We have spiritual family trees as well as our 
bloodline family trees. You, too, are a significant branch in some-
one’s spiritual
family tree. God never sees an individual as the end. He sees 
each of us as dear to Him, but also as a link to others who are 
dear to Him. It is so very important that we realize we have a very 
significant role to play in the lives of others for generations to
come and for eternity.

Ask the Lord to enable you to see those around you as part of 
your spiritual family tree both coming and going.
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Day 5

Read Micah 5:2

It is an amazing thing to read in the Old Testament, the proph-
et Micah’s prophecy regarding the coming of the Messiah. The 
prophecy was pretty specific. Seven hundred years before the ful-
fillment, Micah says that out of the family line of Judah, in the lit-
tle town of Bethlehem Ephrathah, one to be Ruler in Israel would 
come. He would be from of old and from everlasting. There is 
only one person who could possibly have fulfilled this prophecy—
Jesus. The prophecy was specific. There were two Bethlehems 
so the prophet was careful to designate which one— Bethlehem 
Ephrathah. After seven hundred years, with so many intervening
events, there was little likelihood that one in the line of David 
could be born in Bethlehem. It was almost entirely out of the 
question. The odds were against it. There were no members of 
the family of David living in Bethlehem any longer.5

We have looked at the prophecies and the account of Jesus’ 
birth in Bethlehem for so long that the remarkable nature of it 
has grown dull. However, we are talking about 700 years and a 
specific place and a specific family line! That is amazing! For us, 
we can look back and observe the connections: Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Judah, eventually David and, finally Jesus the Messi-
ah of God. The people to whom Micah and the other prophets 
wrote, anticipated the coming Messiah. We have the blessing and 
privilege of seeing the connections right up to today. We also, like 
the people of the Old Testament, get to live in anticipation of the 
coming again of the Messiah.

Enjoy the look backward and live with anticipation of what is yet 
to come. It is all there in your Bible!

_________________________
5Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee.
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WEEK 23 Jacobs Flees from Laban-----------------------Chris Watson

This week we will read that Jacob did just about everything Laban 
had asked of him. He had done his part. However, Laban still 
wanted Jacob to stay. Jacob agreed to stay for particular wages 
that we will read about today. We will see God’s plan continue to 
be played out this week!

Day 1

Read Genesis 30:25-31:9

Jacob had worked for Laban for 14 years in exchange for marry-
ing his daughters, Rachel and Leah. Now he wanted to go home. 
However, Laban wanted him to stay, so he did, in exchange for all 
the animals that had spots or streaks.

But as we see in verse 35, Laban didn’t play by the rules. It was 
if Jacob had no shot at getting any of the animals he wanted, 
because Laban had tricked him. But God gave Jacob wisdom, and 
in the end Jacob ended up with much more than he could have 
expected.  Laban didn’t do things God’s way,  he didn’t keep his 
word and hold up his end of the deal.  But God blessed Jacob as 
we see in Genesis 31:9, because God was the one who provided  
Jacob with the livestock.

Here we see a continuation of the promise given to Rebekah in 
chapter 35. A promise that Jacob would rule over his brother. 
God’s plan all along was to bless and use Jacob for His glory, and 
here in this passage, we see the continuation of that plan. No 
matter what we face or what we go through in our lives, if we are 
God’s children we can be assured that God will take care of us. It 
may not be how we envision it, or how we dream it, but we can 
place our hope in God and know that He is always in control of 
all things, all of the time! Take some time to thank God that He is 
always in control.
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Day 2

Read Genesis 31:10-21

Remember Genesis 28:13-15  says, “There above it stood the 
LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abra-
ham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants 
the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like 
the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to 
the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will 
be blessed through you and your ffspring. I am with you and will 
watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this 
land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised
you.”

In today’s passage we see the beginning of the promise that God 
made to Jacob in Genesis 28:15 beginning to take shape. Jacob 
was headed home to the place that God had promised him. God 
protected Jacob and had him leave while Laban was away.

Here we see God keeping His promises. He promised to be with 
Jacob and watch over him and He did. He promised to bring him 
back to the land of his fathers which He did. God always keeps 
His promises, praise the Lord! As humans, we often break our
promises and it often gets us in trouble. However, God is a 
promise keeper and we can always depend on His Word and the 
promises that we read there. Take some time to thank God for 
the promises that He has made. Thank Him that He is faithful one 
hundred percent of the time.

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Matthew 2:13-16

Watch the news or turn on the radio and it doesn’t take long 
to realize our world is evil, really evil. If you are like me, you 
might wonder can it get any worse? While it is true that evil is all 
around us, it was also prevalent in the time of Christ.
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Yesterday we read how God appeared to Jacob in a dream and 
told him to flee from Laban. Today we read a story where Joseph 
is spoken to in a dream and told to escape to Egypt. During this 
time Herod reigned and he was very evil. His desire was to kill 
Jesus. When Harod couldn’t get his way and was outwitted, he 
gave the command for all boys in Bethlehem two years old and 
under to be killed. This is evil at its finest, a dictator giving orders 
to kill all male babies.

However, even through all this evil, God’s plan was not to be 
thwarted. Even in the evil we see in the world today, God’s plan 
will carry on. It has and it will. We know that Jesus would be sent 
during this time and years later Jesus would die to save us. Even 
as Christians it’s sometimes hard to see or know what God may 
be doing at times.  Thankfully it’s not necessarily our job to know 
what He is up to, but rather trust Him in it. Ask God to help you 
trust Him in whatever you may be facing. While the situation 
might look bleak, thank Him that He is in control and He still 
knows and controls the big picture.

Day 4

Read Genesis 31:22-55

Laban was now hot on Jacob’s heels! He was angry that Jacob 
had left, especially without saying anything. In addition, Laban 
felt that everything that Jacob had really belonged to him. God, 
through another dream, spoke to Laban and warned him to be
careful in what he said.

We can imagine and also see in reading today’s passage that 
Jacob was probably nervous and anxious when Laban caught up 
with him. However, God’s promise must have still been some-
where in Jacob’s mind that God would allow him to return
home safely. Even in the trials and difficulties that he was facing 
in being hunted down, he could trust in God’s promise.

The good news is we know how it ends! Revelation 22 tells us 
that Christ is coming soon and He will come to take His followers 
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with Him. Although between now and then we may face dif-
ficulties, trials, temptations, and hard times, we know how it 
ends. God will protect us and keep us till the end. Jacob knew no 
matter what happened God would see him home. We can rest 
assured, that as believers, no matter what happens Christ will 
see us home. Take some time to thank God that regardless of the 
circumstances we can depend on His promise that He is coming 
to take us home!

Day 5

Read Psalm 3

In Psalms 3 we see David fleeing from his son, Absalom! What a 
sad and terrifying time this must have been for David. Through 
chapter 3 though, we see how David puts his hope and trust in 
the Lord even when his very life was in danger! Most likely, most 
of us do not fear for our own physical life, we don’t have anyone
on our heels trying to kill us. However we should still be able to 
relate with the words of David. For instance David says, “You are 
a shield around me, O Lord” and “from the Lord comes deliver-
ance”.  Like me, I am sure you can relate to these statements. 
Our God is not only our shield, but He is our deliverer. If we are 
caught in a lifestyle of sin and destructive habits, the Lord can de-
liver us from this. If we are facing a situation that may be difficult 
to grasp or understand, we can put our trust in the Lord and He 
will guide and direct us (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Our physical life doesn’t have to be in danger for us to cry out to 
the Lord! We need to cry out to the Lord daily, many times a day, 
asking Him to help us follow Him and His ways. Truth is, God has 
never let us down. Oh sure, our ways are not His and His ways are 
not ours. While at times we may want things to be different, we 
can still trust Him knowing He is in control. I am sure David didn’t 
want to be hunted down by his own son. His life was in danger, 
but he put his hope and trust in the Lord. Ask God to help you 
put everything you are into everything He is!
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WEEK 24 JACOB’S WRESTLING MATCH-------------Dennis Watson

The favor or the grace of God is inexhaustible. There is no end to 
His kindness and His grace. However, we can rebel and be disobe-
dient and obstinate, finding ourselves detached from His grace. 
It is always available but He does not force it on us. Jacob has left 
his father-in-law and is heading to the home of his father, Isaac. It
has been fifteen years since he ran away from home because of 
his brother Esau’s threat to kill him. He is about to meet up with 
Esau and God gives him some reassurance.

Day 1

Read Genesis 32:1-2

It has been 15 years since Jacob left home; most of that time he 
spent at the home of his father-in-law, Laban. He now has two 
wives—Rachel and Leah, eleven sons and one daughter. It was 
time for him to leave his father-in-law and go to the home of 
his father, Isaac. He did not leave on the best of terms with his 
father-in-law but that had been resolved.

God had made a promise to Jacob that He would be with him and 
would protect him (Genesis 31:3). When Jacob ran away from 
home, due to the threat of Esau, he had a dream as he travelled 
to the home of Laban. He had a dream about angels. In that  
dream, God encouraged Jacob (Genesis 28). His response to see-
ing the angels was to call the place ‘Bethel’ which means house 
of God. Then God gave him encouragement with the angels. In 
today’s passage once again Jacob is fleeing, this time from Laban. 
He is about to have an encounter with Esau, his brother, who ac-
cording to his last words wants to kill him. So he is desperately in
need of some encouragement. He again encounters the “angels 
of God.” And, once again Jacob gives the place a name—‘Maha-
naim’ which means “God’s camp.”

Jacob was in a time of great distress. He had run away from his 
father-in-law. He was going home, however, he was about to 
meet up with his brother Esau. God is so gracious to give us little 
reminders of His presence with us. He has promised to always be 
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with us. Pay close attention. He is with you and there are remind-
ers. Don’t miss them and don’t discount them.

Give thanks for God’s presence and His subtle reminders.

Day 2

Read Genesis 32:3-21

What would you do, or what have you done, when you had to 
meet up with someone who had been talking about you behind 
your back? Were you out for revenge? Were you fearful of the 
meeting? Jacob was about to meet his estranged brother for the 
first time in fifteen years. Their separation at that time included a
threat by Esau to kill Jacob. As you can imagine, Jacob was really 
concerned about the encounter. So he made a plan, he prayed, 
and then he divided his family into two groups. The plan was to 
send several groups of animals as gifts for Esau. His was trying 
to soften Esau before they met. He prayed and reminded God 
that He had promised to be with him and make him into a great 
nation. He asked God for deliverance from his brother.

In his prayer he said several things. First he reminded God that he 
was obeying Him in returning to his country and relatives. He was 
saying, “God, this trip is your idea.” Good place to begin—with 
a reminder that he was obeying God’s instructions. Second, he 
acknowledged God’s blessings on him in spite of his obvious
unworthiness. When Jacob left home he had only his staff and 
now he was returning with wives, children and great possessions. 
Thirdly, he prayed for God to save him from his brother. Although 
the struggle with his brother was his own fault, he asked God to 
deliver him from the consequences. That is what salvation is all 
about. We ask God to save us from the mess we have created. 
Then Jacob reminds God of the promise to make him into a great 
nation with many descendants.

Give thanks to God for His undeserved blessings; which are all 
of His blessings. We are blessed in spite of ourselves. If you have 
never done so, ask Him to save you as Jacob did.
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Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Genesis 32:22-32

Jacob had sent his family on ahead and was alone for the night. 
It was when he was alone that an angel of God came and began 
to wrestle with him. I have to wonder, was the wrestling match 
really necessary or was Jacob just that stubborn? I know that for 
me, I often need to be hit hard to hear what God is saying to me. 
Many of the God-life lessons are learned through the hardest of 
times. It is then, that like Jacob, we are more prepared to hear 
from God.

They wrestled all night and Jacob continued to struggle. The an-
gel touched Jacob’s hip and caused it to go out of joint, and then 
the angel asked Jacob to let him go. Jacob said, “I will not let you 
go unless you bless me.” The angel asked Jacob’s name although 
I am sure he already knew it. He just wanted Jacob to say it so he 
could be reminded that his name means ‘deceiver.’ Then the an-
gel gave him a new name—Israel. The new name means “Prince 
of God.” What a change from one who deceives to one who is a 
Prince of God. Jacob, now Israel, had a new identity!

Now how does this connect to Jesus? This is what could be called 
a theophany or an appearance of Jesus. After wrestling with the 
angel Jacob, now Israel, called that place Peniel, which means 
“face of God.” He called it that because as Jacob said in Genesis 
32:30, “I have seen God face to face.” This was an Old Testament 
appearance of Jesus. In the Old Testament, Jesus was prophesied 
to be Immanuel which means “God with us.” John says of Jesus 
that "God became flesh and dwelt among us.” Jacob had an expe-
rience with Jesus and in doing so he was changed forever.

Jesus has come to abide with us forever. We are never apart from 
God. He wants to bless you. How badly do you want His blessing? 
When was the last time you sought Him as Jacob did?
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Day 4

Read Genesis 33:1-11

Imagine the anticipation Jacob must have felt. He gets up from 
an amazing encounter with the Angel of the Lord and what does 
he see? Esau and four hundred men coming in his direction! 
That often happens to me. Not four hundred men, but a gripping 
fear. Right after a high spiritual time there comes what I think 
is an attack, only to discover that it is not an attack but a bless-
ing! Jacob got his family together in groups and headed them in 
Esau’s direction. Jacob himself ran on ahead and bowed down 
before Esau. To Jacob’s surprise Esau ran to him and threw his 
arms around him and kissed him. It was obvious that what Jacob 
had feared did not come to pass. Instead, he discovered that 
his brother had forgiven him and the rift that had severed their 
relationship had been healed. Esau was curious about all of the 
droves of animals and all the gifts. He asked what they were all 
about and Jacob tells him they are a gift. Esau graciously de-
clined, but Jacob insisted.

Esau had already forgiven Jacob but now Jacob receives it. God 
is faithful to keep His promises. He had made a promise to Jacob 
(now Israel) that He would be with him and protect him and pros-
per his offspring. God showed Himself faithful on Israel’s behalf.

Have you ever experienced a time when you came face to face 
with someone you thought was your enemy, only to discover that 
they had forgiven you; all they had remaining for you was grace 
and kindness. Forgiveness is a powerful thing! In fact, it is a major 
theme of the Bible. It reaches all the way back to Genesis 3. In 
Genesis 3, God covers Adam and Eve’s nakedness. Also in Genesis 
3, God gives a hint of the conflict that will exist between the seed 
of the woman and the serpent. God had, from the earliest of 
time (and beyond time), plans to forgive or cover man’s sin.
Proverbs 10:12 says, “Hatred stirs up strife but love covers all 
sins.” Jesus atoned for our sin. He covered it with His blood. If 
Jesus is your Savior, He has forgiven your sins. Since that is the 
case, isn’t there someone you need to forgive?
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Day 5

Read Zechariah 10:3-6

The people of Israel had been carried off into exile and were now 
returning. This is the time when Zechariah started his prophetic 
ministry encouraging the people to spiritual renewal. He was 
also motivating them to rebuild the temple. He did this by telling 
them about the coming Messiah and God’s plan for their future.
George L. Robinson has called the Book of Zechariah “the most 
messianic, the most truly apocalyptic and eschatological of all the 
writings of the Old Testament.”6 That is to say, that Zechariah had 
much to say about the coming of the Messiah.

In today’s passage of prophecy from Zechariah, we have another 
dot connecting opportunity. Zechariah, under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit says that there would be one who would come 
from God through the tribe of Judah who would be “the corner 
stone.” In the New Testament Jesus is called the corner stone and 
the “stone…the head of the corner.” It is obvious that the writer 
of Zechariah was writing about Jesus, although he did not know 
it. But New Testament writers knew that Jesus was the fulfillment 
of this prophecy.

A corner stone was both a foundation stone and a stone for 
alignment. In Ephesians 2:20-21, Jesus is the stone upon which 
the living stones are built, that is the church. But a corner stone 
also lined up two joining walls. Jesus brought the two covenants 
together in completion.

God was not concerned ultimately with building a physical tem-
ple, but a living temple, built with living stones and built upon 
a living foundation—Jesus. So here we continue to see Jesus in 
the Old Testament and brought to light in the New.  He did come 
from the tribe of Judah. He is the corner stone. He is the foun-
dation of the spiritual house God is building (See 1 Peter 2:5).        
______________________________________________
6International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub      
 lishing Co., 1956, 5:3136.
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Jesus is the focus of the Bible.

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but 
chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being 
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:4-5 (NKJV)

Make sure you do not miss Him!
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WEEK 25 Joseph’s Dream---------------------------------Chris Watson

Where is your trust? This week and next we will see that Joseph 
trusted God in some adverse circumstances, even when it wasn’t 
easy. Over the course of several years God used Joseph because 
He was willing to follow God’s plan and His ways, and trust Him 
instead of his own plan and ways.

Day 1

Read Genesis 35:1-7

You might remember in our earlier readings (Genesis 28:18), that 
Jacob built a pillar to God and called the place Bethel, meaning 
house of God. In our passage today, Jacob is now instructed to 
build an altar to God at Bethel. Earlier Jacob promised God he 
would make Him his Lord and God if he would protect him and 
bring him safely home.

Jacob is now beginning to follow through with what he promised. 
He tells his people to get rid of the foreign and fake gods and  
build an altar at Bethel. Jacob realized that God was true to His 
Word, and there was no other God than the One True God.

If we are honest, we are often like Jacob’s people, and we trust 
and put our hope in other “gods”. It’s most likely not a statue 
or something we “formally” worship, but maybe something like 
our house, money, car, job, or relationships. It’s our security. For 
Jacob and his people, their security was their foreign gods. But 
this day they would put those away and not worship them, they 
would worship the One True God. Of course houses, money, jobs, 
etc., in and of themselves, are not evil, but when we worship 
them or put them in place of God, they become like a god. What 
or who in your life have you placed as your security or god? Lay 
that before God today and tell Him you want to trust Him with 
everything in your life.
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Day 2

Read Genesis 37:1-4

Parents often raise their children the way their parents or guard-
ians raised them. This is not always the case, but it is generally 
true. Sometimes though, we might say something like, “I would 
never do this or that with my child. My parents did that and I will 
never do it”. Either way we often follow what was modeled for 
us.

In today’s passage we see that Jacob loves Joseph more than his 
other sons. But wait, haven’t we already seen something like 
this? We have -- remember Isaac loved Esau more than Jacob? 
Now we would think that Jacob would have learned from this,
but he didn’t. In fact, Jacob loved Joseph more than his brothers, 
and it caused huge problems that we will look at in the days to 
come. However, God still used this situation.

One of the biggest problems it caused was envy from the other 
brothers. Verse 4 of today’s passage tells us Joseph’s brothers 
couldn’t even speak a kind word to him they were so envious. 
Galatians 5:21 makes known to us that envy is a sin. If not dealt 
with properly it can hurt a lot of our relationships with others. It 
is good to go before the Lord with any envy that may be in our 
hearts and ask Him to work on our hearts. As we will see later 
in our devotions, envy taken too far can cause a lot of damage. 
Place any envy you might have before the Lord today. Ask Him to 
take it and for Him to work on your heart!

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Genesis 35:9-12

In today’s passage we see Jacob’s name being changed to Israel. 
If you watch the news these days, you see a lot of things going on 
in and around Israel. Not only would Jacob’s name be changed to 
Israel but this would be the name of God’s Chosen people.
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Israel actually means “he struggles with God”. Israel many years 
later would still struggle with God as they would worship Him 
one moment and then worship idols the next. Even in this, God 
was still holding to His promise. The promise that was given to 
Abraham and Isaac is now given to Jacob (Israel) in that He would 
give him the land that was promised to those before him. God 
had kept His promise that started with Abraham and was now 
passed down to Israel.

All this is a continuation of the promise of the One who would 
take away the sins of the world, the ultimate King of Israel. God 
changing Jacob’s name to Israel was part of His plan. It is so 
encouraging to read the Old Testament and see God’s plan un-
folding from the beginning! As you continue to read through the 
Old Testament, ask God to help you see the connections and link 
them to Jesus! There are so many connections, and we have seen 
some already. Thank God that even long before Jesus was born to 
Mary, His plan was being orchestrated, even before time began.

Day 4

Read Genesis 37:5-10

Joseph’s brothers were not exactly his best friends since he was 
their father’s favorite. So we know from the account, and also 
from what our own reaction might be, that telling the brothers 
about the dreams he had only made them hate him more, as
we see in verse 8.  Joseph could have kept the dreams to himself 
if he had wanted to,  but as a part of God’s plan, he relayed them 
to his brothers and his father.

If you are familiar with the account of Joseph you might see how 
these dreams may have been encouraging to Joseph, especially in 
light of the things he was about to face. God was possibly show-
ing him that even in difficult times, He was still in control and 
would take care of Joseph even though he didn’t know what was 
to come.

Has God ever given you a word that seemed maybe strange or 
not right for where you were in your life? You wondered maybe if 
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it was for someone else or maybe you just heard wrong. Howev-
er, as time went on you realized that God gave that word for you 
and was preparing you for what was to come, you just couldn’t 
see what was coming. I think we see God doing the same thing 
here. He was preparing Joseph for what was to come and the 
dreams that he had, that were from God, were a sign of what 
was to come.

Take some time to thank God when He speaks to you. While you 
may not understand it all now, He may be getting you ready for 
things to come and you need to remember the word for later. 
Thank God that He speaks to us through His Word, prayer, and 
others, and seek to hear His voice today.

Day 5

Read Genesis 49:1-2 and 8-10

God revealed His plans to Jacob and passed them onto His sons. 
Marty Machowski says, “Jacob tells Judah that the scepter will 
not depart or leave Judah. That means that Judah will always 
have a king. The scripture also says that all the different peoples 
of the world will be obedient to him, he will be the ruler of all 
nations. Jesus is the king Jacob spoke about who sits on heaven’s 
throne ruling the nations. Jesus will rule on his throne forever”.7

God is using Jacob not only to bless his sons but to tell of things 
to come. This passage, as we see, points to Jesus. Revelation 5:5 
refers to the “Lion of the Tribe of Judah”. This is pointing to
Jesus. It’s so exciting to see the very first book of the Bible and 
the last book connected with literally hundreds of years in be-
tween them.

God was King before Genesis, during the time of Genesis, during 
the time of Revelation, and today. He will always be King, He will 
always be in charge, always. He rules over all nations and our job
 
__________________________________________
7 Long Story Short, Marty Machowski, pg. 116



72

is to go and take His name to the nations. Matthew 28:19 tells 
us to go to all nations and make disciples and the reason for this 
is so they will know Jesus. They will know the One King, the One 
Ruler, the Giver of Life, and life itself. Today may we take His 
name to our family, neighbors, coworkers, classmates, and to the 
nations!
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WEEK 26 JOSEPH IS ATTACKED BY HIS BROTHERS-------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------Dennis Watson

Perhaps as an adolescent, Joseph had a problem with his pride 
over dreams he had. However, God used not only his dreams but 
even his arrogance. We will see this week one of the many ways 
God uses human frailties to accomplish His purposes. Nothing 
limits the power, the will, and the work of God.

Day 1

Read Genesis 37:12-20

Joseph had shared his dreams with his brothers as we read last 
week. They were definitely outraged because of the dreams and 
the favoritism that their father showed. One day Israel (Jacob) 
sent Joseph to check on his brothers who were out taking care of 
the family flocks. When the brothers saw him approaching, the 
anger they felt toward him really came to the surface. As he ap-
proached, their attitudes turned to a murderous plot and another 
plot to cover it up. It was not just an attack on their brother, but 
their father also.

You see here the danger of secret sins. To hold on to a sinful 
thought is like holding on to a firecracker that has already been 
lit for too long! I did that when I was a kid and just about blew 
off my fingers and lost my hearing. In James 1:15-16, you find 
what I call the anatomy of sin. Sins begin as a thought, tempta-
tion, a mental toy and then if not dealt with it becomes a sinful 
act. Joseph’s brothers may have complained before about their 
brother, but now it was about to move beyond feeling and talk, 
and added to that, there was mob mentality. All of his brothers 
together were displeased with their brother. Although one of the 
brothers alone probably would not have hurt him, together the 
mob mentality caused them to feed on each other.

Have you ever been part of this type of situation? Have you ever, 
along with others, ganged up on a person because you were all
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in agreement? Have you ever had to cover one wrong with  
another? The brothers were just getting started on a plot that 
would thicken for many years!

The good thing is, God really does cause things to work togeth-
er for good!  Give thanks to God for His goodness toward us no 
matter what we do.

Day 2

Read Genesis 37:21-30

When mob mentality takes a turn for the really bad and wrong, 
someone has to provide a corrective word! It is what believers 
are to be—salt and light. Reuben tried to talk sense into his 
brothers. When Joseph arrived, they took the advice of Reuben 
and instead of killing Joseph, they threw him into a pit. Reuben 
had a plan to later come back and rescue his younger brother. 
For some unknown reason Reuben disappeared from the scene 
for a brief time. Perhaps he had gone to make his plans to deliver 
Joseph. While he was gone a band of traveling traders, who were
called Ishmaelites or Midianites, came along. These people were 
descendants of Abraham by his wife’s handmaid Hagar. At the 
urging of another brother, Judah, the brothers decided to sell 
Joseph to them. Both Reuben and Judah were both trying to do 
“the lesser evil.” Reuben returned and he was very upset when 
he saw that his brother, Joseph, was gone out of the pit. He had 
been sold to traveling traders who would eventually take him to 
Egypt and sell him there.

What an exhausting account! Can you imagine how Joseph must 
have felt? What about the brothers? How do you think they felt 
as they journeyed home to tell their father?

Isn't it wonderful to know that God uses all things and no plotting 
of people can frustrate God’s plan. Even our worst or softened 
evil plans will not stop God from accomplishing His plan!
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Give thanks to God for His power, faithfulness and determination 
to accomplish His perfect will!

Day 3 CONNECT TO JESUS

Read Matthew 27:1-10

You see some similarities between the account of Joseph’s rejec-
tion by his brothers and the rejection of Jesus by His own people. 
Joseph was sold by his brothers, the sons of Israel, for twenty sil-
ver pieces. Jesus was betrayed by one of His disciples, also a son 
of Israel, for thirty pieces of silver. Both accounts appear at first 
to be tragic and so very sad. However, we know that God used 
the rejection of His Son Jesus, to cause Him to be crucified on the 
cross. This event accomplished salvation for all who will receive 
His death as payment for their sin debt. We will see in the weeks 
to come how the rejection and selling of Joseph resulted in the 
deliverance of the people of Israel from famine and slavery. God 
is in the saving and delivering business! We see this throughout 
the Bible and the account of Joseph is what is called a “type of 
Jesus.” A type is a person or event that resembles another and
allows us to see God at work in both with one being greater than 
the other. Joseph went to Egypt in what appeared to be a tragic 
situation which turned out for good. Jesus went to the cross in 
what appeared to be a tragic situation. However, God accom-
plished salvation through His rejection and death.

Judas and Joseph’s brothers received payment for their betrayal. 
Did the money do them any good? Of course not! As far as the 
money given to Judas, he tried to return it but it could not be 
accepted because it was blood money. It was used to buy a field 
for his eventual burial after he committed suicide. As for the 
money given to the brothers, there is no further mention of it.  
No amount of money can make anyone happy; is it deceptive.

Thank God for His incredible plan!
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Day 4

Read Genesis 37:31-36

All of the brothers compounded their crime with a lie. This was a 
cover-up! They killed a goat and put the blood on the special coat 
Israel (Jacob) had given to Joseph. Their plan was to show it to 
their father and tell him that a wild animal had killed his son. This 
is the way sin works. When you commit a sin, if repentance and
obedience do not follow, more sin follows compounding the sin.

But there is a big uh-oh here! Did you notice it? The brothers 
killed a kid of the goats to put blood on the coat to deceive their 
father. Years earlier Jacob (Israel) and his mother Rebekah killed 
a kid of the goats to deceive his father Isaac. They used the meat 
to prepare a meal and the fur to put on Jacob so that his father 
Isaac would think it was Esau. In doing so he deceived his father 
to get Esau’s blessing. Now Jacob (Israel) was about to be de-
ceived in a similar way. The brothers brought the blood-stained 
coat and showed it to their father and asked, “Do you recognize 
it?” He immediately recognized it as the coat he had given to 
Joseph. That is the way sin is; it compounds. One sin is covered 
with another and then there are layers of sin piled on. But not 
only does it compound, our sin comes back around. The Bible 
teaches that we reap what we sow. Jacob had deceived and
cheated his brother Esau. Now Jacob’s sons deceive their father 
and cheated his son, their brother Joseph.

Be very wise. Sin is destructive. Do not leave sin lying around. It 
will hurt you and it will hurt others. It will compound and it will 
come back around. Repent, obey, and follow God’s best!
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Day 5

Read Numbers 24:15-17

God uses anyone and anything to speak and accomplish His 
purposes and deliver His message. In the biblical, historical ac-
count there is a non-Israelite prophet through whom God spoke, 
Balaam. It is also Balaam’s donkey that spoke to Balaam and 
inspires me to say, “God still uses donkeys.” As the Israelites were
headed for the Land of Promise they were approaching Moab. 
The King of Moab was a man named Balak. Balak was concerned 
about the approaching Israelite army and called for Balaam to 
come and curse the Israelites so that he could defeat them. 
However, God would not allow Balaam to curse Israel but only 
to bless them. In today’s passage Balaam gives a prophecy of a 
coming king. The coming king that he spoke of was King David. A 
great king would come from Jacob (Israel). He would rule, reign, 
and defeat Israel’s enemies. Many prophecies in the Old Testa-
ment had an immediate fulfillment and then a more distant one.

In Numbers 22:18, Balaam says that He cannot “go beyond the 
word of the Lord.” The phrase “the word of the Lord” is used 245 
times in the King James Version of the Bible. In the Septuagint, 
the Greek translation of the Old Testament, it reads like what we 
find in John 1 "the word was with God and the word was God."  It 
is safe to say that the ‘word of the Lord’ in the Old Testament is in 
reference to Jesus the ‘word.’ Balaam was speaking the ‘word’ of 
God.

In Revelation 22:16, Jesus is the “Bright and morning star” com-
ing from the family of David. David defeated enemies like the 
giant Goliath. Jesus defeated the enemy of sin and death. David 
ruled and Jesus will have all of His enemies placed at His feet        
(1 Corinthians 15:22-26).

Jesus is the living word of God. He is the King. Jesus is the main 
point to the whole Bible!
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